
 
 

The Sutter County Children & Families Commission recognizes that children are our most 

valuable resource. The first five years of a child’s life are critical; they grow and learn at an 

extraordinary pace. The SCCFC is committed to supporting the efforts of caregivers to improve 

the quality of early care and education for children in Sutter County. 

The goal of Lessons Learned is to address the Sutter County Children and Families 

Commission Strategic Plan for Improving Child Development by increasing the number of 

educational opportunities for early educators through a Commission-funded curriculum-training 

project. 

Lessons Learned invited 15 small and large licensed family childcare homes and licensed 

private childcare centers to six sessions of professional development. The outcome for 

participants is to; increase the early educators knowledge, skills and disposition by providing 

resources to advance developmentally appropriate daily lesson plans for children in their 

program.   

During the six sessions, early educators will develop an understanding of development 

milestones of young children, knowledge of effective instructional practices for young learners, 

familiarity with children’s literature, an appreciation for the joy of reading, and strategies for 

incorporating reading aloud in their daily lesson planning. 

In addition, early educators received a collection of high quality, top rated books for children and 

the Read Aloud Resource Guide. 

New this year are the Literacy Learning Parties.   Early educators had an opportunity to host a 

Literacy Learning Party. The goal of the Party is for parents to learn about literacy development 

and what they can do to encourage the development of early literacy. The program outcome is 

to empower parents to talk, sing, read and play with their children. Each participant received a 

children’s book to take home. 

Because each session features a unique theme, evaluation results for all six sessions are 

presented in this report.  Also presented are the evaluation results from 19 parents who 

attended one of the four Literacy Learning Parties.  While are the Lessons Learned sessions 

were highly regarded by participants in general; the Rhythm & Rhyme session was the highest 
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rated followed by followed closely by Nighty Night, and Color Quest. Virtually all participants 

indicated on the evaluation forms that the take-away activities they learned during their 

participation in the program were above average. All participants said they would recommend 

Lessons Learned to other early educators.  In general parents rated different aspects of the 

party (clear materials, instructor’s preparedness, etc.) as excellent. The parents, as did the early 

educators, said the take-away activities were above average and they would recommend a 

Literacy Learning Party to other early educators. 

Lessons Learned class dates and themes plus dates of Literacy Learning Parties for parents are 
as follows: 

Date of Class Monthly Theme 

January 8, 2014 Once Upon a Time & Reading Aloud 

February 5, 20145 Rhythm and Rhyme 

March 5, 2014 Alphabet Adventures + Learning & Letter Knowledge 

April 2, 2014 Color Quest & Written Expression 

May 7, 2014 Inside Nature + Print & Books 

May 28, 2014 Nighty Night & Language Development 

 

 

Dates of Literacy Learning Parties 

March 13 

March 19 

March 20 

March 27 
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Date: January 8, 2014 

Theme: Once Upon a Time & Reading Aloud 

Participants: 12 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions  

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

67% 33% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

Which Read Aloud strategies will you use in your classroom? 

Going away with some great ideas. Always enjoy the take home books. Thank you! 

Encourage pretending, story retelling, share similar experiences, ask questions by the 
reader and the listener 

Getting kids excited before, during and after. Keep asking questions. 

Challenging talk around books. 

In the classroom I plan to talk about the beginning, middle and end and take more time in 
the day for small group book discussion. 

Thank you so much, love hands on. 

Use the before, during and after. 

Pick more than one book and let the children pick which one to read. Even if it's a book 
the children haven't heard before. They will pick because they like the cover of the book. 
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I loved having questions ready before reading the story to the children. The sticky note 
idea I will be using! Also, making sure to pre-read the book. 

Read story thru before asking questions. 

Pre-read, ask questions after, make an activity with the book: centers, art 

All the strategies I learned tonight I will implement in the classroom. Great ideas and take-
aways tonight. 

Who, what, where, why and how questions. Story maps. 

Read the book once, do not ask question, read it again make few questions, let the 
children finish sentences. 

Which activity did you like best? 

Before, During and After Break Out (6) 

Challenging talk question development (3) 

Little Red Hen, one week of activities (1) 

Bumper Sticker (3) 

Favorite Book Mingle (2) 

What was the most important thing you learned during this class today? 

Reading books 3-5 times. 

Be passionate about reading and allow children to share in that passion, actions, 
repeating. 

All the activities to keep kids interested. 

The questions about the books. 

In the class today I learned a new technique to get the children engaged in books. 

Ask more questions, chart out books. 

Engaging all the students in books. 

First time reading a story read it completely to children. 

One of the things I learned is how important it is to share with the parents about how 
important it is to read with their children. 

The questions that everyone came up with. 

Why we read aloud - How it is so important. 
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Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

Class was great and new ideas explained well. 

No… you were very thorough and the class is a great class and others participate with 
thought provoking comments. 

None (2) 

The session was great. 

Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below. 

Class was great and new ideas explained well. 

No, you were very thorough and the class is a great class and they participate with 
thought provoking comments. 

The session was great. 

The session was very helpful and a lot of fun. 

Great job Staci, great presentation. 
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Date: February 5, 2014 

Theme: Rhythm & Rhyme 

Participants: 11 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

91% 9% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 91% 9% 

0% 

 

0% 

 

The instructor was well-
prepared 91% 9% 

0% 

 
0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 91% 9% 

0% 

 

0% 

 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

What did you learn about Phonological Awareness? 

I learned 2 wonderful and creative games: humming tunes, have students find the 
students humming the same tune. Students represent words from a poem or short 
phrase -add or take away students to change up the structure. 

I think tonight’s class was one of the best classes yet. Great presentation and nice 
small group. Thank you! 

I learned the new game she played with us. 

Yes, I didn't know that phonemic awareness was just hearing and speaking. I also 
learned some new word/rhyming games. 

The class is great. We learned about distinct sounds and that those sounds can be 
manipulated. 

Great class. Learned a lot. 
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Super fun. Liked all the activities. I'm on Pinterest. 

Yes, I did learn the difference between phonological awareness and phonics, and in 
what order children acquire it. 

New games to use with children. 

Yes. I will understand more what is phonological awareness vs phonics. 

I learned a new technique to incorporate books into the classroom along with activities 
to engage the children. 

Which lesson or activity did you like best? 

The M-F discussion with ideas from others. (2) 

They were all great. (2) 

I liked all the activities. 

The humming song and how we had to find the person humming the same song. 

The new book, "Hoorah for Fish", and the activities to go along. 

I like daily activities from the book. 

What was the most important thing you learned during the class today? 

The affirmation that Rhyming is key! Getting new authors! 

Bring me a book and the idea of taking away a word or adding a word to a phrase. 
Great idea! 

That clapping is more important for phonics not phonetics. The Bring Me a Book 
program. 

Learning is always fun. 

All the great info about literacy is always a great topic. 

The difference between phonological and phonics. Easy to understand. (2) 

How to involve parents to help with literacy. 

Rhyming and phonological awareness. 

I learned a new way to teach phonics in the classroom for a new way for the kids to 
learn and be involved in a fun way. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

Not at this time 
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Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below: 

Great job-Staci 

Wonderful class - love the books 

This class was so fun! I love learning all this new stuff. 

Thank you. It was very interesting lesson. 

This program today really helped me to learn new ways and ideas to bring into the 
classroom. 
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Date: March 5, 2014 

Theme: Alphabet Adventure + Learning & Letter Knowledge 

Participants: 13 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

15% 85% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

Which Letter Knowledge strategies/activities will you use in your classroom? 

Accordion Name Book Making (7) 

Tactile Letter Experiences (9) 

Letter Wall (5) 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, across the room (4) 

Accordion Name Book Making (2) 

Environmental print 

In my class I will use the child’s name in the song "BINGO". I also loved all the tactile 
ways we learned to practice writing the child’s name. 

Name chart, children's name meaningful. 

Name games 
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Which activity did you like best? 

Alphabet Soup Brain Teaser 

What was the most important thing you learned during this class today? 

Use of word wall. (7) 

Learning about the different tactile ways to practice their names. (2) 

Different ways to have hands on letters. 

Children and their letters. Associate names of letters with shapes. Upper and lower case. 

I like Accordion Name Book and activities for Chicka Chicka Boom Boom. 

Lots of activities to go with book. 

Implementing books into every classroom area along with activities, center collaborating. 

How to incorporate sensory/tactile objects in your learning piece.  

Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

Good session. 

It’s awesome. 

Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below: 

 

I really enjoyed today's lesson and loved all the different ways to practice using the 
letters. 

Loved the book ideas and word wall ideas. Name book idea was great! 

My favorite so far. 

This class was very informative. 

Learning a lot. 

It was fun and informative. 

New ideas. Love it. 
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Date: April 2, 2014 

Theme: Color Quest & Written Expression 

Participants: 12 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No Maybe  

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0% 0%  

 

What Written Expression strategies/activities will you use in your classroom? 

More group journals. (3) 

Class book (2) 

All the writing and color activities 

Pinterest Ideas.  Book Activities. 

I like the start concept for writing, so the child will always want to start writing on their 
paper. 

Making their own classroom book. Different variety of materials for the office area. 

Children independently sign in with classroom attendance binder. Monthly take 
home/send home journals. 

I will make journal in each area and do much more shared writing. 
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Which activity did you like best? 

"A What?!" (4) 

Writing Materials Throughout the Classroom Brainstorm (4) 

Modeling Shared Writing (3) 

Across the week (2) 

Mouse Paint (2) 

What was the most important thing you learned during this class today? 

Shared writing. (2) 

Writing can be everywhere. Writing letters as a group. 

Having writing materials in more than one area. 

Journaling as young as 2 & 3 years of age. 

Incorporating writing into science, blocks & outdoor play areas. 

To have a starting point on the paper so the child will learn where to start. 

Utilizing brainstorming as a classroom books. Turning my “Student of the Week” poster 
into a "news blurb" about what we learned regarding the student. 

The importance of incorporating writing materials in the classroom. 

Children need to be given more time for journaling. I need to make time. 

Almost all information was very valuable & very easy to implement in classroom. 

 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

No responses. 

Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below: 

 

Always a good time. 
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Date: May 7, 2014 

Theme: Inside Nature + Print & Books 

Participants: 10 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

70% 30% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

70% 30% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

80% 20% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

80% 20% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0%   

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

What Print Concepts strategies/activities will you use in your classroom? 

The concept I enjoyed was the functions of print. I liked the activity we did to introduce 
maps to the students. 

Labels - I will do it much better after the class today. 

Learned so much. A great presentation of materials. 

Message boards. 

Classroom labels, word wall, maps, cookbooks. 

Shared reading. 

Which activity did you like best? 

"Sharing Circle!" (4) 
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Functions of Print In the Classroom (3) 

The Apple Tree, across the week (3) 

What was the most important thing you learned during this class today? 

Labels and hand print apple. I like your board from Pinterest. 

Everything was important. Can use all equally in classroom. 

Some new things to do with Play Dough. Writing projects. Maps. 

Functions of print. 

Use more rebus for activities. Use message boards. 

More print concepts and how to use in the classroom. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

I thought it was great! 

Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below: 

 

None of the participants made comments. 
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Date: May 28, 2014 

Theme: Nighty Night & Language Development 

Participants: 13 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

92% 8% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

Which Language Development strategies/activities will you use in your classroom? 

Yarn webbing! (3) 

Make a word web about what we say at the zoo. (2) 

The strategy I liked was the webbing activity. 

Phases of word meaning, Giving children the words to help express and communicate. 

Netting and chains during circle time or during a walk. 

All of them. 

I will improve my reading aloud - ask more questions when I read. 

Phases of word meaning - heaps, chains. 
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Which activity did you like best? 

Lessons Learned Jeopardy (7) 

Building Vocabulary Nets (6) 

"My favorite" Charades (4) 

What was the most important thing you learned during this class today? 

The phases of word meanings. (2) 

I really enjoyed the vocabulary net activity and how important it is for language 
development. 

Hands on activities. 

Language Development 

More ways to show parents how literacy is so important and doing things over and 
over again. 

The word nets/web with yarn so you can see how strong their word building is 
becoming. 

Lessons Learned Jeopardy 

Building a strong vocabulary by using the yarn for webbing activity. 

During the building vocabulary net I learned the importance of connections and how 
expanding words and knowledge makes better and stronger brain connections. 

Building a connection with words and new vocabulary to help them remember. 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the program? 

Math or Science (4) 

We need it for Yuba County. 

Maybe more activities geared toward smaller settings of children. 

Art 

Please make any comments you would like to share in the space below: 

I like that the classes are longer. 

So much fun! Can't wait for next year's! 

Thank you very much. I learned a lot. 
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I learned a lot and will use this knowledge in the classroom. 

Date: March 13, 2014 

Theme: Literacy Learning Party 

Participants: 6 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

67% 33% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

83% 17% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

Which literacy activities will you do at home? 

Read together more/nightly. (3) 

Hands on, let my child read at his pace. (2) 

Let my child pick the books. (2) 

Which topic did you like best? 

Read together. (4) 

Explore together. (2) 

Talk together. (1) 

Media together. (1) 
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What was the most important thing you learned during the class? 

Writing. 

Spending more time together. 

The whole class was interesting. 

Limiting screen time. 

Reading to kids at all opportunities. 

Doing more hands on stuff. 
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Date: March 19, 2014 

Theme: Literacy Learning Party for Parents 

Participants: 3 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

The instructor was very 
knowledgeable about the topic 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

The instructor presented the 
material clearly 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

The instructor was well-
prepared 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

The instructor responded to 
questions clearly. 

100% 33% 0% 0% 

 Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very Poor 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No   

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%   

Which Literacy Activities will you do at home? 

Dry erase board, writing box. 

Reading with my child at least 10 minutes a day, start writing together. 

Continue to read as I have been doing. 

Which topic did you like best? 

Read together (1). 

Talk together (1). 

Explore together (2). 

 

  



Duerr Evaluation Resources       
  

20

What was the most important thing you learned during the class? 

How many hours are wasted when children are not read to. 

I need to read to her more consistently. 

I am doing the right thing. 
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Date: March 20, 2014 

Theme: Literacy Learning Party for Parents – Kidz Time 

Participants: 3 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Excellent Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

Very 
Poor 

The instructor answered all 
questions 

100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Rate instructors knowledge of 
the topic 

100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Overall opinion of the 
workshop 

100% 33% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No    

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%  
 

 

Which literacy activities will you do at home? 

Continue to read at home, have books in the car, let my child make up his own stories, 
and start discussing current events with my kids. 

Writing box. 

Post it notes on objects, great idea! 

Which topic did you like best? 

Write together (2). 

Talk together (1). 

What was the most important thing you learned during the class? 

I really liked the writing station area at home! I will start that this weekend! 

Everything we do our children learn. Great party! All the different ways children can 
learn! 
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All! 

Date: March 27, 2014 

Theme: Literacy Learning Party for Parents 

Participants: 7 

 

Evaluation items and 
questions 

Excellent Above 
Average 

Averag
e 

Below 
Average 

Very 
Poor 

The instructor answered all 
questions 

100% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

Rate instructors knowledge of 
the topic 

86% 14% 0% 0% 0% 

What is your opinion of the 
take-away activity? 

71% 14% 0% 14% 0% 

Overall opinion of the workshop 100% 33% 0% 0% 0% 

 Yes No    

Would you recommend this 
class to other childcare 
providers? 

100% 0%  
 

 

Which literacy activities will you do at home? 

Bedtime story, eating meals together. 

Have child do more hands on then watching or waiting. 

We read three times a day. 

Have a story telling routine. They get to choose book. 

Maintain the activities I am doing. 

Ask questions about the book. Make books with construction paper, play store at home. 

Read, do numbers. 

Which topic did you like best? 

Explore together (2). 

Talk together (2). 

Read together (4). 
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What was the most important thing you learned during the class? 

Labeling, how to ask questions after reading. 

Have more knowledge in teaching, learning, showing in different ways. 

It is important to read to children everyday for 30 minutes to expand vocabulary and 
literacy. 

That Baby Einstein isn’t as good as I thought it was. 

How important it is to read to your child everyday. 

Doing things together. 

 


