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P R O G R A M  O V E R V I E W  
 
Smart Start was designed to provide a preschool experience to students who have little or no 
preparation for kindergarten. In a classroom with both preschool and kindergarten teachers, 
students in Smart Start participate in early literacy and numeracy activities. They also become 
familiar with the classroom setting, classroom rules, teacher roles, socialization, and separation 
from their parents. Classes are held four hours a day, five days a week, for four weeks. In 
addition, parents can attend up to three classes that familiarize them with what their students 
are learning, as well as provide additional education on a variety of topics designed to help 
them prepare their child for a positive school experience.  

The Kindergarten Readiness Act is a new state program that takes some students who would 
have previously been enrolled in kindergarten at the bare minimum age and transitions them to 
a new kind of pre-kindergarten program called Transitional Kindergarten (TK). These students 
will attend a year of special TK instruction before entering kindergarten. The Smart Start results 
presented in this report will be analyzed to assess whether education outcomes differ for 
students entering TK versus kindergarten in the fall.  

 
E V A L U A T I O N  C O M P O N E N T S  
 
The Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) was completed by parents at the beginning of their 
child’s participation in Smart Start.  The ASQ is used to identify developmental delays.  The 
Walker Assessment Scale (WAS) and the Preschool Skills Assessment (PSA) measured the level 
of the students’ school readiness.  The WAS is a scale that measures school adjustment, while 
the PSA measures “academic” school readiness skills such as identifying shapes, counting, letter 
recognition, etc. Teachers completed the assessments during the first week of Smart Start and 
again during the final week. In addition, the evaluators videotaped students completing their 
Preschool Skills Assessment on a pre and post basis as well as students in a group as they 
learned how to line up, socialize in and out of the classroom, etc. These vignettes are presented 
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to the SCCFC Commission during the presentation of the Smart Start annual evaluation report.  
The evaluators also conducted an online staff survey to obtain staff’s perception of the program. 
In addition, Smart Start staff collected information about the level of child participation at each 
school, the number of parents attending workshops, and referrals to agencies for assistance. 

 
 
 
EVALUATION RESULTS 
 
The 2014 program year marked the thirteenth time Smart Start has been offered in Sutter 
County. Eight classes were held at eight schools and attended by 186 students. Classes were 
held in the communities of Live Oak, Sutter, and Yuba City. Over the thirteen years of the 
program 2,477 students have participated.  

 
The following is a summary of program goals and evaluation results.  

 
Goal 1:  To increase parent education that fosters nurturing, healthy and loving homes. 
§ Program staff offered an Orientation Workshop, and Family Fitness, Common Core—

Literacy, and Common Core—Math Workshops at each school. A remarkable 90 percent of 
Smart Start students had a parent or caregiver attend one or more of these events (169 adults). 
Data shows that the majority of parents attended multiple workshops and were exposed to 
many topics of importance to their young families. 

Goal 2: To ensure that more students will enter kindergarten ready to learn. 

§ The program was successful in identifying and recruiting the target program audience: 77 
percent of students had no prior preschool experience, six percent had less than six months 
experience and 17 percent had six months or more of preschool experience.  

§ In year thirteen (Summer 2014), 186 students completed Smart Start. The eight classes 
averaged 23 students per classroom.  

§ Over 75 percent of students scored above cutoff on all five domains of the Ages & Stages 
Questionnaire, which means their development was on schedule.  For the first time, Smart 
Start families were offered two Bright Futures events at which parents received the results of 
the ASQ and were able to discuss specific issues with experts in early childhood health and 
education. 

§ Positive gains were seen in all Preschool Skills Assessment (PSA) categories for both 
kindergarten and TK students. The TK students’ pre test scrores were lower than the 
kindergarten students’ but both groups made similar gains on the posttest. The category with 
the most positive change was the ability to write name.  

§ Pre-to-post WAS results, assessing school adjustment levels, showed that Smart Start was 
responsible for a gain from the 9th percentile at pre to the 34th percentile at post, a significant 
25 percentile increase. This demonstrates that (1) as predicted by the program model, 
students began the program significantly below the statewide average, proving their high 
level of need, and (2) the program brought the student average closer to the statewide norm 
for kindergarten entry--the 50th percentile.  
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§ Students with no preschool experience had WAS gain scores of 25 percentile compared to 20 
percentile for the small number of students with one to six months prior preschool 
experience, proving a higher impact on the target Smart Start audience. However, students 
with six or months of preschool showed the largest pre-post gain of 28 percentile points. 

§ As with the Preschool Skills Assessment, the WAS results show that the TK students pre test 
results are lower that students heading to kindergarten but both groups made similar gains. 

§ Comparing Smart Start WAS sub-scale post scores to the California state average for 
kindergarten, Smart Start students remain below the statewide average for the Teacher-
Preferred and Peer-Preferred Social Behaviors but almost met the state average for 
Classroom-Adjustment Behaviors.  

§ The Smart Start program model presumes that students with no prior preschool experience 
are less prepared for kindergarten entry than those who have had this important experience.  
At program start 58 percent of Smart Start students were in the severe to moderate WAS 
category.  By the end of the program, only 14 percent of Smart Start participants remained in 
this category, demonstrating the positive impact of Smart Start.       

 
Goal 3: Preschool teachers and aides will have a clearer understanding of kindergarten-
readiness expectations. 

• The results of the online staff survey found that 86 percent of staff rated the support of their 
fellow teacher as excellent and indicated they have a better understanding of what the other 
teacher does and needs in the classroom as a result of program participation (86 percent).  
Staff rated support from program coordinators and school staff as excellent (87% and 70% 
respectively.)  Seventy percent of the staff reported having participated in the program in 
prior years perhaps meaning that staff enjoys being involved in Smart Start. 

Goal 4: To assist students with their health and dental needs so they are healthy and ready 
to learn.   
§ Oral health assessments were offered to all Smart Start students. Those who needed 

assistance were referred to the Sutter Smiles Mobile Dental Van, where it was also 
determined if they were eligible for other health services through the MediCal or Healthy 
Families programs. 

Goal 5: More families will have health insurance coverage; resources to assist any special 
needs students, and benefits from coordinated services from cooperative agencies. 
§ Parents received information about the Commission-funded programs of Bright Futures, 

Sutter Smiles Mobile Dental Van, and Free IZ Program (free immunizations) during the one-
on-one intake process, as well as assistance with any other needs the family may have had.  

§ During the Orientation Workshop, parents received a Commission-funded School Readiness 
backpack and training on using the contents of the backpack. 

§ Overall parents found the workshops to be informative and provided them with valuable 
information. Sixty-eight percent of parents strongly agreed that the Family Fitness Workshop 
helped them as parents followed by the Orientation Workshop (62%), Common Core—Math 
(51%), and Common Core—Literacy (19%).  

 
Year after year, the Smart Start program proves to be an outstanding approach to help the least 
‘school-prepared’ children in Sutter County enters kindergarten ‘ready to learn’.  This is made 
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possible through a well-planned and executed program that combines excellent parent 
involvement, health services, coordination between pre-school and kindergarten teachers, a 
focused educational plan with consistent delivery across schools, and many other factors.  
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P R O G R A M  O V E R V I E W  
 

The summer 2014 Smart Start program, now in the thirteenth year, sponsored eight 
classrooms at eight schools and was attended by 186 students. Classes were held Monday 
through Friday, four hours per day, over several different four-week periods. Live Oak had 
Smart Start classes running at Luther Elementary School, the Sutter class was held at Brittan 
Elementary School, and the Yuba City classes were held at Andros Karperos, King Avenue, 
Lincoln, Lincrest, Riverbend and Tierra Buena elementary schools. 

Smart Start specifically targets and primarily serves students who have no preschool 
experience and may never have been without parent or family supervision in an educational 
setting. Research indicates that many of these students will have difficulty transitioning into 
the kindergarten environment and are more likely to be academically behind students who 
have had a rich pre-school experience. Smart Start allows students to enter a controlled 
school experience in a classroom environment with teachers and aides who are not their 
parents or family members, and be introduced to the basic school readiness skills that are 
crucial to a smooth kindergarten transition. A small number of students accepted to the 
program—to assure that all classrooms are full--have had a short or otherwise limited pre-
school experience. 

This year saw the addition of a new design element: the admission of some pre-
kindergarten enrollees. The Kindergarten Readiness Act is a new state program that takes 
some students who would have previously been enrolled in kindergarten at the bare 
minimum age and transitions them to a new kind of pre-kindergarten program called 
transitional kindergarten (TK). These students will attend a year of special TK instruction 
before entering kindergarten. This year, the Smart Start program decided to field test the idea 
of allowing these TK eligible students into Smart Start prior to their entry into TK.  The Smart 
Start results presented in this report will be analyzed to assess whether education outcomes 
differ for students entering TK versus kindergarten in the fall.  
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Smart Start Staff Training 

 Smart Start begins with the hiring and training of staff. Nine kindergarten teachers, 
nine preschool teachers, nine parent advocates, and nine child-care aides are hired and 
receive training. 

During their two-hour training, Parent Advocates learn about: 
• Sutter County Children & Families Commission resources for parents. These include 

Bright Futures, Free IZ Program, Child Development Behavioral Specialist, Family 
SOUP counseling for special needs students, Sutter County Smiles Mobile Dental 
Van.   

• Community resources such as speech services and school district student services.  
• The enrollment process which includes making first contacts with parents interested 

in Smart Start, setting appointments to enroll students, filling out enrollment forms 
with parents, determining need and eligibility for Sutter Smiles Mobile Dental van 
services, and other special needs of the students.  

 
The second training session is for the entire Smart Start staff. During this three-hour training 
school teams: 

• Engage in team building activities.  
• Define roles of staff members. 
• Review goals and objectives.  
• Become familiar with the curriculum box (provided for each team).  
• Review preschool and kindergarten standards as well as lessons in literacy, math, 

science, and art, all integrated into a garden theme. 
• Establish a Smart Start schedule that incorporates outside and inside physical 

activity, whole group circle time, small group stations, breakfast, and lunch.  
• Develop plans for the first days of Smart Start.  

 
The third training for all staff focuses on Preschool Learning Foundations, Language and 
Math Games.  

Smart Start Staff Procedures 

When a parent enrolls their child for kindergarten (usually between March and June 
preceding the start of school), the forms include questions about each child’s preschool 
experiences and whether the parents might be interested in the Smart Start program. Smart 
Start staff then contact parents who have indicated interest in the program, always giving 
priority to those students with no preschool experience. When a parent agrees to enroll their 
child in Smart Start, a Smart Start Parent Advocate conducts a one-on-one visit with the 
family to complete the necessary program enrollment paperwork and meets the child so that 
he/she has a familiar face to see on the first day of Smart Start. The Parent Advocate then 
links families with dental services, public health insurance (if needed and eligible), and 
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addresses any additional needs discovered during the visit by referring the family to the 
appropriate agency. 

The staffing of Smart Start provides an opportunity for interaction between preschool 
staff and kindergarten teachers, because each Smart Start classroom is staffed with a 
preschool and kindergarten teacher, a Parent Advocate, and a classroom aide. The Program 
Coordinator provides administrative assistance, a Curriculum Coordinator handles 
development and dissemination of the curriculum, and, if needed, additional staff aid in 
parent workshops and other tasks.  

During the course of Smart Start, students are exposed to early literacy activities 
(including chants, songs, letters, and name recognition), numeracy activities (including 
numbers, counting, shapes, and patterns), familiarization with the classroom setting and 
rules, the roles of teachers and aides, socialization skills with their peers in a classroom 
setting, and separation from their parents. All of the school readiness activities are geared to 
preparing the child for a smooth transition into kindergarten.  

In addition to one-on-one intake, parents in the program benefit from four parent 
workshops (one a week).  This year the workshops included an Orientation Night, Common 
Core Workshops (one for literacy and one for math), and a Family Fitness Night. 
Commission-funded School Readiness backpacks1 were distributed to families at the 
Orientation Night at each school by School Readiness Child Development Specialists or 
Smart Start staff. New this year was two Bright Futures events offered on July 24 and 31 for 
parents whose students were attending Smart Start. 

Smart Start attempts to link participating families to needed health and dental 
services so that the child would begin kindergarten healthy and ready to learn. Program staff 
also assisted families, if eligible, who have no health insurance in obtaining insurance. 
During the intake process, Parent Advocates met one-on-one with the family to complete the 
requisite forms. At that point, parents received information about the Commission-funded 
program of Bright Futures, Sutter Smiles Dental Van, and Initiative on Child Health (free 
immunizations). Parent Advocates also sought to identify any other needs the family may 
have and to link them with services.  

 

 
 

                                         
1 The School Readiness backpacks are provided by the Commission and contain a variety of age-appropriate 
school readiness items (foam letters, ABC book, school readiness calendar, scissors, etc.) to help the family 
prepare for the transition to kindergarten. 
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E V A L U A T I O N  C O M P O N E N T S  
Each of the program goals is measured by the following evaluation components: 

Implementation Data 

Data collected by program staff includes student enrollment by year and school and 
level of preschool prior to attending Smart Start. 

Ages & Stages Questionnaire  

The Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ-3); A Parent-Completed Child Monitoring 
System2 is a screening tool that provides a quick check of a child’s development. Parents 
complete the questionnaire. The information supplied can help reveal the child’s strengths, 
uncover any areas of concern, and determine if there is a need to seek professional assistance. 
The ASQ is made up of 21 questionnaires that can be used to assess students up to five and a 
half years of age. Each questionnaire contains the following areas: communication, gross 
motor, fine motor, problem solving, and personal-social. Utilized for the first time during the 
summer of 2014, Smart Start Staff supervised parent assessments of their child at the 
beginning of Smart Start in order to inform teachers of any barriers to learning.  

Preschool Skills Assessment 

The Preschool Skills Assessment (created by YCUSD Child Development Programs) 
is given to each child at the start of the program and then again at the end of the program. 
The assessment measures the following basic school readiness skills that are the focus of 
Smart Start such as identifying shapes, counting, letter recognition, etc. Pre-to-post scores are 
averaged overall for each skill category and the change is calculated to show improvement in 
students’ skills. 

Walker Assessment Scale (WAS) 

The WAS is used to measure students’ level of school adjustment behaviors. The 
WAS is given to all students during the first week of Smart Start (pre) and again during the 
last week (post) to gauge change within the program timeframe as a direct result of program 
participation. Teachers observe the child's behavior in the classroom and complete the 
assessment. The child's scores are then scaled into the following categories: teacher-preferred 
social behaviors, peer-preferred social behaviors, and classroom adjustment behaviors. 
These scores can then be compared with valid California norms.  

                                         
2 Jane Squires, Ph.D., Elizabeth Twombly, M.S., and Diane Bricker, Ph.D. for the Early Intervention 
Program, Center on Human Development, University of Oregon, Eugene.  Paul H. Brooks Publishing 
Co., Inc. 
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Smart Start Staff Online Survey 

An online staff survey is conducted with Smart Start staff at the conclusion of the 
program to obtain feedback about the program in relation to the stated Smart Start goals, and 
obtain feedback on barriers and program improvement. 

Parent Attendance and Workshop Evaluation  

Parents in the program benefited from an Orientation Workshop (including a back 
presentation) Family Fitness, Common Core—Math, and Common Core—Literacy 
Workshops. The Orientation Workshop familiarizes the parents with what their children are 
learning, as well as provide additional education on a variety of topics related to school 
readiness (physical activity, literacy, and health). For the first time, parents were also invited 
to attend one of two Bright Futures events in the evening at Riverbend Elementary School. 
During the 2014 program year parents were asked to provide feedback regarding their 
experiences.  

Referrals and Collaboration with Other Agencies 

 Smart Start Staff collect and report information on referrals and collaboration. 
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EVALUATION RESULTS 

Student Enrollment 

 Over the course of the thirteen program years, the Smart Start program has served 
2,477 students at 14 different schools. The program has served as many as 250 students per 
year, but reduced Commission funding has abridged the number of classes that could be 
offered the past few years. This year, 186 students in eight classrooms completed Smart Start. 
The eight schools which host the program are specifically selected to ensure that all 
preschool students in the county, even in the more rural areas, have geographic access to a 
Smart Start school.  The program has averaged about 23 students per classroom per year and 
this figure was achieved again this year. The large majority of students recorded perfect 
attendance.  Detail information about attendance and school participation can be viewed in 
Appendix Table A. 
 

Level of Preschool Experience Prior to Smart Start 

Smart Start is designed to primarily serve students with little or no preschool 
experience who may have trouble adapting to kindergarten.  The program has developed 
several strategies to identify and enroll these specific students and this year 77 percent of the 
students had no prior preschool experience. This represents a drop from the prior two 
years—when this figure was about 86 percent—but it is still quite higher than the historical 
average of 65 percent. These data are shown in Table 1 below and are also shown separately 
for the T-K and kindergarten enrollees. These data show that the TK students were much 
more likely to have had a preschool experience than the students heading to kindergarten in 
the fall.  

 

Table 1 
Level of Preschool Experience Prior to Smart Start 

2014 

Level of Experience 
TK  

(n= 53) 

Kindergarten 

(n=133) 

Total 

(n=186) 

No Preschool Experience 64% 82% 77% 

Less Than Six Months of Preschool 8% 6% 6% 

Six or More Months of Preschool 28% 12% 17% 
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Ages and Stages Questionnaire 

The Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ-3); A Parent-Completed Child Monitoring System 
is a screening tool that provides a quick check of a child’s development. The parent 
completes the ASQ which makes them a partner in assessing their child’s development along 
with Smart Start Staff. The information supplied can help reveal the child’s strengths, 
uncover any areas of concern, and determine if there is a need to seek professional assistance. 
There are 21 questionnaires that contain 30 items that cover five developmental sub domains 
and an additional set of questions about the child’s overall health and development. The 
ASQ can be used to assess children from two months up to five and a half years of age. Each 
questionnaire contains the following sub domains: communication, gross motor, fine motor, 
problem solving, and personal-social. Parents assessed their child near the beginning of the 
program. 
 
The child’s scores on the five sub domains fall into one of the three following categories: 
o Above cutoff: Child’s development appears to be on schedule. 

o Close to cutoff: Child’s development appears to be on schedule but may benefit from 
practicing skills in a specific area of development. Provide learning activities and 
monitor. 

o Below cutoff: Child’s development needs further assessment and referral based on the 
sub domain(s) of concern. 

 
The Smart Start Staff collected ASQs for 156 students. Over 75 percent of students scored 
above cutoff on all five domains, which means their development, were on schedule.  For the 
first time, Smart Start families were offered a Bright Futures event at the Riverbend 
Elementary School in the evening of July 24 and 31.  Bright Future events provide an 
opportunity for parents to have their parenting and child development questions answered 
in a fun and relaxed environment, and if there is a need for additional services Bright Futures 
staff can provide help accessing the recommended service.  Parents received the results of the 
ASQ at the Bright Future events and were able to discuss specific issues with experts in early 
childhood health and education. 
 

Preschool Skills Assessment (PSA) Results 

Preschool skills were rated on a six-point scale where zero represents an absent skill, 
and a score of five represents knowledge that far exceeds the norm for kindergarten entry. In 
consultation with program staff the evaluator judged that a score of three and above 
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demonstrates desirable (Moderate) skill for kindergarten entry. Table 2 lists each skill 
category and the percentage of students who were at or above the PSA moderate level. 

 
 

Table 2 
Pre–to–Post Smart Start 

Preschool Skills Assessment  
Percent of Students with Desirable Skills for Kindergarten Entry 

Skills Percent at Moderate 
Skill level and above 

Change 

Pre Post  

Ability to write name 51% 79% +28 

Ability to count 64% 79% +15 

Shape recognition 70% 85% +15 

Identify letter sounds 9% 19% +10 

Lower case letter 
recognition 41% 51% +10 

Numbers recognition 58% 66% +8 

One-to-one correspondence 85% 92% +7 

Upper case letter 
recognition 50% 56% +6 

Average 55% 75% +20 
*Pre-to-post assessment data was available for 175 of the 186 students. 

Note: the average score is calculated from the total raw score, not an average of the 
skill scales. 

 
Almost all students (94 percent) increased their skill level as measured by the PSA. 

The categories with the largest increases were the ability to write name, count, and identify 
shapes. A statistical test was performed comparing the pre and post scores.  Overall, the 
students increased their skill level by 20 percentage points. Although very good, this level of 
improvement was slightly lower than the past six years average gain of 23 percent.  

The average PSA scores were calculated separately for the students going into 
kindergarten (the traditional Smart Start audience) and for the TK students. The results are 
shown in Table 3. Although the younger TK students scored lower on the pre-assessment as 
expected, their gain was basically the same as for the kindergarten students, so this does not 
explain the slightly lower overall gain score this year. There may have been other effects of 
having a number of younger students in the classrooms this year that was not measured in 
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the evaluation. Additional information regarding the Preschool Skills Assessment results can 
be found in Appendix A.  

 
Table 3 

Average PSA Scores 
For Kindergarten versus TK Participants 

Grade Level Pre Post Gain 

Kindergarten (n=126) 61% 80% +19 

TK  (n=51) 41% 61% +20 

 
 

Walker Assessment Scale Results 

The Walker Assessment Scale (WAS) is used to measure a child’s level of school 
adjustment behaviors. The child’s scores are scaled into the following categories: 

• Teacher-preferred social behaviors,  
• Peer-preferred social behaviors, and  

• Classroom adjustment behaviors 

WAS scores are normed for California kindergarten students at school entry, such 
that the average score is at the 50th percentile. That is, half of California’s kindergartners score 
above 50 and half score below.  

The WAS is completed by the teachers of Smart Start students during the first week of 
the program (pre) and again during the last week of the program (post). Changes from pre-
to-post can be assumed to be a direct result of program participation, as other outside 
interventions during the four-week period would be minimal. Matched pre-to-post WAS 
forms were completed for 177 of the 186 students at the eight schools for a 95 percent 
completion rate.   
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Table 4 
Smart Start Students 

Pre-to-Post WAS Results –  
Average Percentile Ranking Compared To  

Normative California Data 

Categories Pre Post Gain State 
Average* 

Teacher-Preferred Social Behaviors 7% 18% +11 48% 

Peer-Preferred Social Behaviors 11% 39% +29 52% 

Classroom-Adjustment Behaviors 26% 44% +18 49% 

Total Percentile Score 9% 34% +25 50% 

Total scores are based on the raw score total, and cannot be calculated by 
averaging the scale scores. 
* At Kindergarten entry  

 
Table 4 shows WAS results by subscale for Smart Start students. Note that the pre 

Total Percentile Scores for Smart Start students were dramatically lower than the state 
average, at the 9thpercentile. This demonstrates conclusively that the students selected for 
Smart Start were appropriate for the program as being minimally ready for kindergarten. 
After four weeks in the program, students were rated at the 34th percentile, a significant 25-
percentile point increase; although still below the state average for students entering 
kindergarten.  Post scores were just below the state average for the most critical behavior to 
kindergarten success, Classroom-Adjustment Behaviors. The overall gain last year was 30 
percent. 

Table 5 provides a breakdown of WAS data for the TK and kindergarten students. 
Again as expected, the younger TK students had lower pre assessment scores. They also 
made modestly smaller gains from pre to post. Combining these results with those in Table 4 
comparing PSA outcomes for these two groups of students, the results would indicate that 
TK students achieved gains that were similar to those of the kindergarten students 
suggesting that the Smart Start program is equally beneficial for this new group.  
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Table 5 

Pre-to-Post WAS Results 
  Average Percentile Ranking 

For Kindergarten versus TK Participants 

 Pre Post Gain 

Kindergarten (n=122) 12% 38% +26 

TK  (n=51) 8% 29% +21 

 

 

Table 6 shows the percentile increase for students grouped by level of preschool. The 
data gathered from the WAS shows that students with no preschool increased their score 
between pre and posttest by 25 percentile points.  Students with some preschool increased 
20-percentile points, the smallest gain. Students with seven or more months of preschool 
before starting Smart Start increased 28-percentile points. Students with no or little preschool 
experience before starting Smart Start benefited greatly from program participation. 

 
Table 6 

Pre-to-Post WAS Percentile Scores  
by Level of Preschool Prior to Smart Start 

 Percentile Score 

Level of Preschool Pre Post Gain 

No preschool 11% 36% +25 

1-6 months 5% 25% +20 

7 months or more 8% 36% +28 

 
The California WAS norms have also been used to develop a scale of school 

adjustment, with the three categories shown in Table 7 along with the percentile scores for 
each category. Data was then used to determine the percent of students with school-
adjustment difficulties at pre and the change in these levels at post. (Note that the percent of 
students displayed below is different from the percentile scores shown in the two tables 
above, and cannot be directly compared.) The table displays a breakdown of the percentage 
of students in each adjustment category. Each child is placed (based on score) into one of the 
three categories shown below.    
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Table 7 
Percent of Students in each Risk Category 

WAS Assessment  
Pre-To-Post 

Adjustment Category Pre Post 

Severe-To-Moderate  58% 14% 

Moderate-To-Mild  24% 16% 

Few-To-None  18% 68% 

 
Keep in mind that Smart Start students are selected specifically because—not having 

had a pre-school experience—they may not have the social adjustment skills of their similar-
aged peers who have had preschool experiences, which helps explain why 58 percent of 
them scored in the severe-to-moderate category at pre-assessment.  However, by post, only 
fourteen percent of students were still in the severe-to-moderate category. The percentage of 
students in the few-to-none category (the most desirable school adjustment category) 
improved substantially from 14 percent of students at pre to 68 percent of students at post.  

 

Smart Start Staff Online Staff Survey  

During the 2014 program year, DER conducted an online survey for all Smart Start 
staff. All Staff (31) were sent links to an anonymous online survey and answered a series of 
questions regarding their role in Smart Start, support of the staff, issues or problems they 
may have experienced, and how to improve the program. The online staff survey was well 
received by staff members, resulting in 30 completed surveys. Staff completing the survey 
included eight kindergarten teachers, six preschool teachers, eight parent advocates, and 
eight classroom aides for a total of 30 staff members. Because the survey was completely 
anonymous—to both program leadership and to the evaluators—and due to the 97% 
response rate, the results can be trusted as being fully representative. 
 
Program Infrastructure 

• 70% of the staff reported having participated in the program in prior years 

• 53% of staff felt that the training they received was very helpful 

• Staff rated support from program coordinators and school staff as excellent (87% and 
70% respectively) 

• 86% of the teachers rated the support of their fellow teacher as excellent 
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• 86% of the staff reported having a lot better understanding of what the other teacher 
does and needs in the classroom 

• 88% of the parent advocates reported receiving support and information needed from 
the secretary and/or coordinator when enrolling students into the program. 

Program Materials/Parent Night 

Teachers were asked if they felt that the curriculum and materials were appropriate for the 
age and development of the students and if they were appropriate for the four week time 
period; 

• 93% of the teachers reported “yes, a lot” regarding appropriateness for age and 
development level of the students. 

• 100% stated that it was “just right” for the four week time period.  

Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) 

Teachers were asked if the AQS was helpful to them and what parents’ reaction was to the 
questionnaire. 

• 39% of the teachers reported “yes, a lot” regarding helpfulness of the ASQ, 31% stated 
that it helped some, 30 percent felt that it was little to no help. 

• 50% stated that parents felt it was interesting and helpful and 40% felt it was too long, 
and ten percent felt it was too complicated. 

  
Preschool and Kindergarten Teacher Collaboration 

Staff members were asked to comment on the relevance of having a kindergarten and 
preschool teacher working together. Every staff member reported that the experience was 
very helpful, and that they learned a great deal from one another regarding needs and 
methodology of teaching this age group. Additional comments and suggestions collected 
from the staff survey can be found in Appendix B. 
 

Parent Attendance and Workshop Evaluations 

Parents at each school had the opportunity to attend an Orientation (including a 
backpack presentation), Fitness, Common Core—Math, and Common Core—Literacy 
Workshops. Table 9 shows the average number of parent participants per week at each of the 
schools.  
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Table 9 
Parent Attendance Summary 

School 
Unduplicated Count of 

Students in the Program 
Unduplicated Count of 
Parents at Workshops 

Andros Karperos 24 24 

Brittan 22 20 

King Avenue 20 17 

Lincoln 26 25 

Lincrest 18 15 

Luther  26 20 

Riverbend 27 26 

Tierra Buena 23 22 

Total 186 169 
   
  
 Table 9 clearly shows that nearly every enrolled child had at least one parent attend a 
workshop, an outstanding measure of parent interest and commitment. Starting in 2008, in 
addition to documenting parent attendance, all other individuals who attended the 
workshops were counted. When a parent signed in, he or she also indicated on the sign-in 
form who else attended the workshop with the parent.  These were most often adult relatives 
as well as siblings or friends of Smart Start students (who also attended). The names of these 
additional attendees were not recorded, so it is not possible to identify an unduplicated 
count for them.  However, a count of the sign-in forms revealed there were 363 non-Smart 
Start students and 260 “other” adults were in attendance at the Parent Workshops.  These 
numbers indicate that the Smart Start program is serving far more than the program 
participant and his or her parents.  
 

Parents were asked to provide feedback regarding each of the workshops. Table 9 (a-
d) shows the results of the parent feedback regarding each workshop. Sixty-eight percent of 
parents strongly agreed that the Family Fitness Workshop helped them as parents follow by 
the Orientation Workshop (62%), Common Core—Math (51%), and Common Core—Literacy 
(19%). Additional comments and suggestions can be found in Appendix C. 
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Table 9a 
Parent Feedback — Orientation Workshop  

Learned something that helped me in my role as a parent 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

62% 38% 0% 0% 
Location of the workshop was convenient 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

78% 22% 0% 0% 
 

Table 9b 
Parent Feedback — Common Core – Literacy  

Learned something that helped me in my role as a parent 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

19% 81% 0% 0% 
Location of the workshop was convenient 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

38% 62% 0% 0% 
 

Table 9c 
Parent Feedback — Common Core – Math  

Learned something that helped me in my role as a parent 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

51% 41% 5% 3% 
Location of the workshop was convenient 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

53% 41% 5% 1% 
 

Table 9d 
Parent Feedback — Family Fitness  

Learned something that helped me in my role as a parent 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

68% 32% 0% 0% 
Location of the workshop was convenient 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree 

80% 20% 0% 0% 
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Referrals and Collaboration with Other Agencies 

Smart Start Staff documented ten referrals to Yuba City Unified for speech 
assessment, two to the Sutter Smiles Mobile Dental Van, and one to Family SOUP.  
Smart Start Staff worked in collaboration with the Yuba City Unified for speech 
assessment, Mini Corps, U.C. Davis Cooperative Extension, Live Oak Unified 
School District, Bright Futures, Sutter County Smiles Mobile Dental Van, and 
Migrant Education.  Not all schools submitted collaboration logs or referral forms. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 The following section presents some concluding thoughts in the context of the overall 
program goals.   

 
Goal 1:  To increase parent education that fosters nurturing, healthy and loving homes. 
§ Program staff offered an average of four family workshops and orientations at each school. 

A remarkable 91 percent of Smart Start students had a caregiver attend one or more of 
these events (169 adults). Data shows that the majority of parents attended multiple 
workshops and were exposed to many topics of importance to these young families. 

Goal 2: To ensure that more students will enter kindergarten ready to learn. 

§ The program was successful in identifying and recruiting the target program audience: 77 
percent of students had no prior preschool experience, six percent had less than six months 
experience and 17 percent had six months or more of preschool experience.  

§ In year thirteen (Summer 2014), 186 students completed Smart Start. The eight classes 
averaged 23 students per classroom.  

§ Over 75 percent of students scored above cutoff on all five domains of the Ages & Stages 
Questionnaire, which means their development was on schedule.  For the first time, Smart 
Start families were offered two Bright Futures events at which parents received the results 
of the ASQ and were able to discuss specific issues with experts in early childhood health 
and education. 

§ Positive gains were seen in all Preschool Skills Assessment (PSA) categories for both 
kindergarten and TK students. The TK students’ pre test scrores were lower than the 
kindergarten students’ but both groups made similar gains on the posttest. The category 
with the most positive change was the ability to write name.  

§ Pre-to-post WAS results, assessing school adjustment levels, showed that Smart Start was 
responsible for a gain from the 9th percentile at pre to the 34th percentile at post, a 
significant 25 percentile increase. This demonstrates that (1) as predicted by the program 
model, students began the program significantly below the statewide average, proving 
their high level of need, and (2) the program brought the student average closer to the 
statewide norm for kindergarten entry--the 50th percentile.  

§ Students with no preschool experience had WAS gain scores of 25 percentile compared to 
20 percentile for the small number of students with one to six months prior preschool 
experience, proving a higher impact on the target Smart Start audience. However, students 
with six or months of preschool showed the largest pre-post gain of 28 percentile points. 

§ As with the Preschool Skills Assessment, the WAS results show that the TK students pre 
test results are lower that students heading to kindergarten but both groups made similar 
gains. 

§ Comparing Smart Start WAS sub-scale post scores to the California state average for 
kindergarten, Smart Start students remain below the statewide average for the Teacher-
Preferred and Peer-Preferred Social Behaviors but almost met the state average for 
Classroom-Adjustment Behaviors.  

§ The Smart Start program model presumes that students with no prior preschool experience 
are less prepared for kindergarten entry than those who have had this important 
experience.  At program start 58 percent of Smart Start students were in the severe to 
moderate WAS category.  By the end of the program, only 14 percent of Smart Start 
participants remained in this category, demonstrating the positive impact of Smart Start.       
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Goal 3: Preschool teachers and aides will have a clearer understanding of kindergarten-
readiness expectations. 
§ The results of the online staff survey found that three-quarters of staff rated the support of 

their fellow teacher as excellent and indicated they have a better understanding of what 
the other teacher does and needs in the classroom. 

Goal 4: To assist students with their health and dental needs so they are healthy and 
ready to learn.   

§ Smart Start students who needed an oral health assessment were referred to the Sutter 
Smiles Mobile Dental Van, where it was also determined if they were eligible for other 
health services through the MediCal or Healthy Families programs. 

Goal 5: More families will have health insurance coverage; resources to assist any special 
needs students, and benefits from coordinated services from cooperative agencies. 

§ Parents received information about the Commission-funded programs of Bright Futures, 
Sutter Smiles Dental Van, and Initiative on Child Health (free immunizations) during the 
one-on-one intake process, as well as assistance with any other needs the family may have 
had.  

§ During the Orientation Workshop, parents received a Commission-funded School 
Readiness backpack and training on using the contents of the backpack from School 
Readiness coordinators. 

§ At the Health Night, Parent Workshop presentations and outreach were provided by Yuba 
City Unified School District (YCUSD), Sutter County Health Department Education 
Programs, and the University of California Cooperative Extension and the following 
Commission-funded programs: Bright Futures, Sutter County Smiles Dental Van, Child 
Development Initiative (behavioral intervention), and the Initiative on Child Health (free 
immunizations).  

 
Year after year, the Smart Start program proves to be an outstanding approach to 

help some of the least ‘school-prepared’ children in Sutter County enters kindergarten ready 
to learn.  This is made possible through a well-planned and executed program that combines 
excellent parent involvement, health services, coordination between preschool and 
kindergarten teachers, a focused educational plan with consistent delivery across schools, 
and many other factors.  
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Appendix Table B 

 Total Preschool Skills Assessment Score  
Pre-to-Post Percentage Point Change  

by School & Year 
2004 — 2014 

School 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Andros Karperos NA NA NA NA NA NA +29 +10 +17 +21 +9 

April Lane +24 +12 +13 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Barry NA NA +13 +9 +26 +25 NA NA NA NA NA 

Bridge Street +19 +11 +7 +22 NA NA NA NA +32 NA NA 

Brittan +7 +9 +10 +9 0 +4 +11 +17 +16 +30 +19 

Central Gaither NA NA NA +18 +26 +10 +30 +36 +11 +13 NA 

King Avenue  +7 +10 +11 +11 +19 +19 +30 +30 +31 +20 +10 

Lincoln NA NA NA +14 +8 +12 +11 +8 +8 +10 +31 

Lincrest NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA +10 +16 

Luther +12 NA +11 +13 +16 +23 +20 +21 +27 +19 +15 

Park Avenue +11 +10 +11 NA +26 +31 +24 +39 NA NA NA 

Riverbend NA NA NA NA NA NA +13 +18 +48 +24 +29 

Tierra Buena  NA NA NA NA +38 +23 +11 +18 +17 +14 +13 

West Walton +11 +7 +9 +20 +9 +32 NA NA NA NA NA 
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Appendix Table C 
 Preschool Skills Assessment:  Raw Scores  

Pre and Post Mean by School 
2014 

Elementary 
School Shape 

Recognition 
Upper case 

letter 
recognition 

Lower case 
letter 

recognition 

Identity 
letter 

sounds 
Ability to 

Count 
Number 

recognition 
1-1 Cor-

respondence 
Ability to 

write name 

 Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post 

Andros 
Karperos 3.1 3.4 3.3 3.5 2.5 2.9 0.8 1.6 3.0 3.5 2.9 2.9 4.5 4.6 3.2 3.6 

Brittan 3.4 3.8 3.3 3.5 2.8 3.4 0.1 1.3 3.3 4.0 2.6 3.0 3.9 4.3 3.3 4.2 
King Ave. 2.8 3.1 2.6 2.8 2.2 2.6 0.9 1.8 2.7 3.2 2.3 2.9 3.8 4.6 2.6 3.4 
Lincoln 3.0 4.2 2.5 3.3 2.4 3.2 0.1 1.8 2.7 3.5 2.6 3.4 4.2 4.8 3.0 4.4 
Lincrest 3.6 4.2 3.4 3.8 2.7 2.9 1.1 2.1 3.4 3.9 3.2 3.4 4.9 4.9 2.9 4.2 
Luther 2.9 3.6 2.3 2.8 2.1 2.6 0.6 1.1 3.3 3.6 2.7 3.0 4.1 4.6 2.2 3.3 
Riverbend 3.0 3.8 2.0 2.5 1.5 1.9 0.4 1.2 2.9 3.6 2.2 2.6 4.4 4.4 2.9 4.2 
Tierra 
Buena 2.9 3.4 2.4 2.7 1.9 2.4 0.5 1.5 2.5 3.3 2.4 2.8 3.7 4.4 2.1 2.8 

                 
 (Min=0 and Max=5) 
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Appendix Table D 
Pre–to–Post Preschool Skills Assessment Comparison 

Percent of Students with Moderate Skill Levels  
 by Program Year 

Program Year Percent at moderate 
skill level and above 

Change 

 Pre Post  

Summer 2002 40% 57% +17% 

Summer 2003 50% 63% +13% 

Summer 2004 48% 61% +13% 

Summer 2005 54% 63% +9% 

Summer 2006 54% 65% +11% 

Summer 2007 59% 73% +14% 

Summer 2008 61% 79% +18% 

Summer 2009 39% 60% +21% 

Summer 2010 44% 66% +22% 

Summer 2011 52% 75% +23% 

Summer 2012 50% 75% +25% 

Summer 2013 62%         81% +19% 

Summer 2014 55%         75% +20% 
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Comments from Staff Survey 
Suggestions for program improvement 

Great support from all Yuba City Unified staff, as always!  I have no suggestions for 
improvement. 

It gets better every year. 

If the team works good together then let’s keep them together if they all apply next year. I feel like 
this was the best team of people I've ever had. One was from each of the sites from our classroom. 
(One from Barry, one from CG and one from RB.) Kids from those sites in our room will see a 
familiar face on the first day of school and that will help with the jitters of the first days and 
weeks of school 

None, it's a wonderful program. 

Set up time may be sufficient for a classroom that is being utilized as a kindergarten class.  It 
wasn't in our case.  The DO when they realized the extent of our situation was very helpful, but 
until then it was challenging (adjusting tables was very hard due to my lack of strength). 

I enjoyed Smart Start very much, but being new to the program and also working with a 
kindergarten teacher that was new to the program made it a little confusing at first. I would 
suggest not pairing two new people together. 

It would be nice if we could make the program a few weeks longer, it feels like some of the kiddos 
are just catching on and now we have to end the session. 

I think it would be beneficial for everyone, including the classroom aide, to attend all meetings. I 
felt that at times I was left out of the loop and unaware as to what was going on. 

I would like to see more coordination between the staff in taking care/babysitting the children 
during parents' nights. 

Additional Comments from Staff Survey 

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity for students to attend this program.  I think this gives 
teachers a chance to work with parents and students on school skills and get them excited about 
school.  I also think the students develop confidence and independent working abilities that make 
the home to school experience much smoother. 

I thoroughly enjoy this program.  I enjoy seeing what can happen with education with the support 
staff.  What an amazing program. All children benefit. 

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of an excellent program!! 

Smart start is an extremely beneficial program that I hope will continue throughout the years 

Great program. Sad to hear we might not have it in a few years. 

Thank you for another great year. The students grew so much during the four weeks. They are 
truly ready to walk into Kindergarten with confidence. 

Our Parent Advocate was an asset of information and experience.  I am saddened that I don't 
think she enjoyed our newness to the program.  With much effort we tried to make her transition 
easier.  She was accustomed to being at the same school with the same teacher for several years.  
We are grateful for her experience and insight to procedures of the program.  We got the 
impression that the job description of her position has changed a lot and that is an adjustment for 
her, and we tried to be very sensitive to this.   
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Additional Comments from Staff Survey 

The Preschool teacher and the Aide were new to Smart Start this year and they were fabulous 
with working with the students and the expectations of the program.  We were a great TEAM 
together! 

Thank you for Smart Start it has many benefits for our families and our schools.  I know it really 
helps each student get ready for kindergarten and prepare for the classroom setting. 

I love the fact that as a parent advocate I have a range of resources that I can refer parents to.  A 
prize as initiative to come too nightly parent meetings is brilliant.  Perhaps we can add to the CD's 
by adding some educational books and tools to make a kind of mini bag or "educational door 
prize".  Administrative staff is wonderful, as a newbie to the program I always have questions; the 
admin staff is available with answers.  The teacher is very organized, skilled and good with the 
kids.  
I will re-apply for parent advocate again next year. 

I am very thankful for the opportunity to be part of this incredible program. It was an amazing 
experience to be able to participate in Smart Start and see the growth in the children and the 
growth in me as a person. 

I saw some major growth in several of the students who attended the Smart Start Program this 
summer. I was very happy to see this and I think that this program is a great stepping-stone to 
help prep the students for kindergarten. 

The program really helps the kids’ transition well from the separation from their parents. It also 
helps the kids that have not had experience in school. 

I hope this program will continue in the future. 

This program is great! I loved my team this year and was really able to preform as a preschool 
teacher. 

I would love to see some of the services come back if funding allows! 

Thank you for this wonderful opportunity. I love working with everyone who is involved with 
Smart Start. 
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Comments from Staff Survey 
Regarding Improving Family Night 

Interaction seems to keep attention by adults.  The OBIE CDs are amazing. Thank you. 

I loved that the K teachers didn't have to come if they weren't needed for the family nights. This 
saved the district $$. There were plenty of parent advocates and pre k teachers and assistants 
available. Also, the CD's were an awesome gift to the parents who attended. This had to have 
been the best Smart Start session ever! 

Nametags for students with the school site name would be helpful. 

We found that there was very little parent participation this year.  I like the idea of incentives to 
encourage them to attend but that didn't even work for our site. 

A more central location for family nights might bring more attendance from the northern sites. 

Our families always share that they learn a lot about their child's education on these nights.  It 
helps them support their child's learning both at home and at school. They have enjoyed the 
learning CD's this year. 

The north sites Bright Futures Event had a wonderful turn out from schools and community.  
Unfortunately, that caused some bottlenecking at some of the stations.  Some of my parents were 
there from 6 pm to 9 pm, which can be very difficult when you have little ones with you. 

 
Comments from Staff Survey 

Regarding ASQ 

It's hard for parents sometimes to accurately assess their children's skills as they appear in the 
classroom. 

I did not receive any results from the ASQ. 

I feel like some of it may have reflected the parents "ideals" which I can appreciate that as a parent 
myself. 

I did not receive the information until the end of the program to hand out to the parents. Nothing 
was specifically sent to me. 

I reviewed the ASQ once we received them, but I wouldn't have agreed with what the results on 
some children. I think if the teachers also put in their input on the ASQ the outcome would have 
been more accurate. 
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Parent Workshop Comments  
Regarding Common Core Literacy  

It was interesting. I will be using the resources provided to get more information. 
It was a good program, but I feel that it is emphasizing more on literature and not on 
mathematics. The workshop itself was very informative. 

Still undecided on my opinion of the common core curriculum. 

It answered questions I had about Common Core. 

I think Common Core can be confusing for some kids when its time to understanding the basis of 
structure. 

This is my first time hearing about the literacy and common core workshop but it was very 
informative. 

Great information, I appreciate the myth busters and compare/contrast. 

The workshop was extremely informative, however I think it would be more beneficial to 
integrate how this will impact my student at the school they are attending. 

 
 

Parent Workshop Comments  
Regarding Common Core Math 

I don’t know much about Common Core, but the workshop has peeked my interested to know 
more about it so I can help my child more. 
Its something all parents should do with children. 

Very good and important information. 

I learned the information to ready for kindergarten. Thank you 

The workshop was informative 

I’m excited to use the websites provided to research Common Core, as I have hear a lot of 
negative about it. 

Would be cool if it were a little more engaging, and got the parents a little more involved. Great 
presenter. 

It was a great new way to learn. 

Microphones and speaker system made it difficult to understand when staff was speaking. I know 
little ones are allowed, but the crying noise didn’t help that it was hard to hear. 

It gave me a lot of information about Common Core. 

Speaker needed to talk more about specific of what kids are expected at kindergarten. 

Thanks for sharing so I can have a better understanding. 

This instructional workshop was difficult to understand due to the slides not being readable in 
many subjects. Gained a little but of understanding on the subject. 
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Parent Workshop Comments  
Regarding Common Core Math 

It was very confusing. 

Lots of works, not a lot of information. 

Not enough information on the new way of doing math problems. I unfortunately do not know 
how to help m child get the same answer using the new system. 

It is great to know what is expected from our kids. 

All of the online access information provided will be helpful. 

It is very different then the way I was taught, I will have to learn along with my boys. 

This is very informative. 

Information was very useful. 

I like the greater focus on fewer topics because the more my child focuses on a math lesson it will 
stay in her mind better then when I was in school. It was too many topics with little focus. 

I learned something I didn’t know. 

Always helpful to learn new things. 

Great information, appreciate applicable knowledge. 

I think it offers the kids a wider variety of knowledge. 

Learning about Common Core and how it will affect my child was helpful. 

I look forward to teaching my child various skills to meet the Common Core standards. 

Good information, Common Core sounds like a good program. 

Very informative, first child so I needed this information. 

Great explanation of how to help our children be successful. 

Thank you for this Smart Start Program. 

I learned a lot about Common Core. 

The statistics were incorrect; sorry the meeting was a waste of my evening. Wish I had something 
more positive to say. 

A lot is not true! 
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Parent Comments  
Regarding Family Fitness Workshop 

This was good information for my family and me. 
It was really good. We like the information about how it is best to dilute the sports drinks and 
how just a cap full is good for kids. 

This workshop was fun due to the interactive lessons involved. 

Having a proper unit of measure on nutritional information is not a cause to say, “why are the 
confusing us”, it is an opportunity to teach what the unit is and how to identify it. 

Great workshop. 

Need more pin pointed workshops, I see the language barriers, people don’t understand the 
provider. 

I enjoyed this workshop. We are trying to make healthier life choices. 

I don’t know that they provided water in all the juices and I actually thoughts all of them were 
100% juice. I appreciate the speaker for spending her time with us. 

This was awesome and fun. 

It was fun and great information. 

Lots of information, good attitude, kept you intrigued. 

It was fun for the kids and adults. 

Great information, two thumbs up. 

I will implement with my family. 

Everything you told us was good. 

Very informative. 

Good, the speaker had a lot of energy. 
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Parent Comments  
Regarding Orientation Workshop  

Orientation meeting is very helpful for all of us. That way we get a chance to know what our kids 
really doing and learning in class. 
Great idea, very helpful, lots of fun tools for children. 

I like it; my son did it two years ago and loved it.  

I was given thorough directions about the backpack and all the activities, supplies and 
manipulative included in the backpack. 

Very informative and helpful to know the activities our children are participating in. 

I attending the teacher meeting, I learned lots of activities for my children to get ready for 
kindergarten. 

Nice to see the classroom, and meet the staff. 

Complete, thank you. 

This program is very awesome and I’m happy that I see my daughter happy when she comes 
home, she love it very much. 

Maybe have a flyer with the things parents can help with to take home. 

Informative. We appreciate your doing this, thank you. 

My child had learned a lot from this program. 

It was clear, understanding and caring. My kid is having a lot of fun while learning. 

More space for adults. 

Great tool for new parents who don’t already have kids in school to help them help their children. 

Because I was unfamiliar with Smart Start, and explanation of expectations and goals would be 
nice. 

We think that my child will enjoy the backpack and will help him academically. 

Explained everything efficiently. 

It was great to meet the teacher and get more information about the program and kindergarten. 
Great program. 

Very helpful. 

Great way to know what my child does at Smart Start. 

Its good to know the program better and to get all the resources to help in my daughter’s 
education.  

It helped me understand the program better and how it works with the students learning and 
getting ready for their first year of school. 

I wish there were more time to talk one on one about my child and her progress. 
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Parent Comments 
Regarding Orientation Workshop 

Great information about the goals of the program. 

Nice to see the schedule the kids follow every day. The staff seems very nice and knowledgeable. 

Very organize and concise. Great information on services I was not aware of. 

I liked it, I was getting curious on what my son would be doing by now I am well informed. 

I received a lot of information and a very good orientation 

It is nice to be informed about what my don will be learning this year. I enjoyed seeing his 
classroom, it is really cute. 

Orientation is teaching everybody what the Smart Start program is like. 

I think it is a good idea to get the parents involved in the program, but leave their kid at home; it’s 
a parent/teacher night. 

Good idea of the backpack, good way to help my child and get involved in teaching her new 
things. 

A nice way to encourage education outside of school. My daughter is excited. 

Very professional, looking forward to my child’s future at the Sutter School system. 

This workshop made me feel good about what we have been working on at home. I am happy to 
know that the teachers are very informative. 

We learned a lot about the program and what is being taught to our child and the rules we made 
very clear. Wonderful program. 
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