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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Initiative on Child Health, also known as the Free IZ Program, provides 
immunizations for children ages 0-5 that have established residence in Sutter County. The 
immunizations are provided at no cost to the child or family at each of the recommended ages, 
and include all immunizations recommended or required for this age group. The program is 
voluntary and some families use it at only one point in time, while others utilize it throughout 
the ages 0-5. Immunizations are provided daily on a walk-in basis and at special immunization 
clinics, hosted by the Sutter County Health Department at the Public Health Department office. 
The free immunizations help eliminate financial barriers that Sutter County families may have 
in getting their children immunized and result in a greater number of fully immunized 
children. 

EVALUATION COMPONENTS 

The Free IZ Program, also known as the Initiative on Child Health (ICH) is being evaluated by 
the following components: 

Immunization Tracking    

Free IZ Program staff provided monthly reports of the number of children seen and type 
of immunizations given to each child. 
 
Participant Information Sheet 

The Participant Information Sheet provide general demographic data, and contain 
several evaluation questions to gauge participant satisfaction of the program, how they heard 
about the program, and what they would have done for immunizations if the Free IZ Program 
services were not offered. 
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EVALUATION RESULTS 

Program Participation 

This study focuses on the number of immunizations children received through the Free 
IZ Program. During the current program year: 

• An unduplicated1 count of 146 Sutter County children were served. 

• About 14-percent of the 146 children were seen two or more times. 

• The 146 children served by the program received 587 immunizations, averaging four 
immunizations per child.  

• The number of children served has decreased from 787 in 2007/ 08 (the highest 
number of children served) to 146 in 2014/ 15.  See Table 6 for more detail. 

• Sutter Public Health staff indicated that:  

 Over the last few years there has been an increase in places for families to obtain 
immunizations for their children.  Federally Qualified Health Center Clinics, and 
other community pediatricians and clinics see children for their immunizations 
along with their other health care needs.   

 Medical insurance policies were recently mandated to cover immunizations.   
Therefore, more children can see their own family doctors for immunizations, 
and in the context of a "medical home" parents can get the best medical care for 
their children.  

                                                 
1 If a child is seen multiple times, that child is only counted once in the unduplicated count. 
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Table 1 below displays the number of children served by month, the total number of 
immunizations and the average number of immunizations. The largest number of children were 
served in August, the fewest in December.  

 

Table 1 
Total Number of Children and Immunizations 

and Average Number of Immunizations By M onth 
July 2014 — June 2015 

M onth Total Number of 
Children  

Total Number of 
Immunization 

Average Number of 
Immunizations 

July 16 64 4.0 

August 24 85 3.5 

September 20 55 2.8 

October 19 79 4.2 

November 9 28 3.1 

December 9 31 3.4 

January 17 61 3.6 

February 8 26 3.3 

March 15 51 3.4 

April 7 16 2.3 

May 14 56 4.0 

June 12 35 2.9 

Total 146* 587 4.0 

*Children can be served in more than one month, 146 unduplicated children were served 
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Table 2 provides a breakdown of the total number of immunizations by type. The most 
common immunization given was Varicella, Measles, Mumps, Rubella and Hepatitis A; the least 
common vaccination was Influenza. Remember that each immunization may represent more 
than one disease, as noted in the table.  

 

Table 2 
Total Immunizations By Type 

Types of Immunization Number of 
Immunizations Given 

Varicella 88 

Measles, Mumps, Rubella 75 

Hepatitis A 72 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 70 

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 64 

Haemophilus Influenza Type B 61 

PDX (DTaP, IPV, Hep B combo) 50 

Inactivated Poliovirus 49 

Rotavirus 24 

Hepatitis B 19 

Influenza 15 

Total 587 
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Parent Feedback 

Parents complete a Participant Information Sheet at each visit for each child receiving 
immunizations. Parents were asked to rate the service provided by program staff. The 
satisfaction question was answered on 131 of the 146 Participant Information Sheets (or 90%).  
Ninety-two percent of parents who answered the satisfaction question rated the services they 
received as excellent, eight percent rated the services good.   

 
Parents were also asked what they would have done if the free immunization services 

were not offered. Table 3 shows the results for those parents who complete the question on the 
Participant Information Sheet. 

 
Table 3 

Alternative Outcomes for Parents 
I f Free Immunizations Were Not Available 

Type Number Percent 

Sutter County Health Department 85 60% 

Doctor 34 24% 

Skipped shots 11 8% 

Other 11 8% 

Total 141 100% 

*Data was not available for 5 of 146 participants. 
 
Results show that the majority of the parents would have gone to the County Health 

Department. Prior to the Free IZ Program, families coming to Sutter County Health Department 
(SCHD) would be charged on a sliding scale if not covered by insurance for the immunizations, 
although on the sliding scale some paid nothing: no child was turned away.  
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Referral Source Analysis 

Parents learned about the Free IZ Program from several sources. Table 4 provides 
detailed information of these sources. The top three-referral sources were: family 
member/ friend (42%), school/ childcare (22%), and at Doctor/ Hospital (15%).  

 
Table 4 

Parent Source for Immunization 
Program By Count 

Source Number Percent 

Friend/ Family 62 42% 

School/ Childcare 32 22% 

Doctor/ Hospital* 21 15% 

Learned of Free IZ Program at Clinic* 17 12% 

Other 9 6% 

Online 4 3% 

Bright Futures 1 >1% 

Employer 0 0 

*These are families who learned of the free immunization while visiting the SCHD for 
immunizations and are used to represent the group of people who were unaware of the 
program.  
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Insurance Coverage Analysis 

Medical insurance information was collected from parents at the time of their child’s 
visit. As indicated in Table 5, 66-percent of children served by Free IZ Program did not have 
insurance and would have had to pay for immunizations as an out-of-pocket expense.  

As mentioned earlier in the report, private medical insurance policies were recently 
mandated to cover immunizations.   Therefore, more children can see their own family doctors 
for immunizations, and in the context of a "medical home" parents can get the best medical care 
for their children.  

 

Table 5 
Child’s Insurance By Type* 

Type Number Percent 

No insurance 96 66% 

Medi-Cal 50 34% 

Private Insurance 0 0 

Total 146 100% 

*Insurance data was not available for one family. 
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NINE-YEAR DATA COMPARISON 

• Parent’s satisfaction with service continues to remain high each year, w ith 92 percent of the 
parents rating the service as excellent during the current program year. 

• The number of children served has decreased from 787 in 2007/ 08 (the highest number of 
children served) to 146 in 2014/ 15.  See Table 6 for more detail. 

• In speaking with Sutter Public Health staff it was learned that over the last few years there 
has been an increase in facilities for families to obtain immunizations for their children. 
Federally Qualified Health Center Clinics, and other community pediatricians and clinics 
see children for their immunizations along with their other health care needs.  In addition, 
medical insurance policies were recently mandated to cover immunizations.   Therefore, 
more children can see their own family doctors for immunizations, and in the context of a 
"medical home" parents can get the coordinated medical care for their children. The family 
doctor knows the child's medical and family history.  The shift nationally is to encourage 
medical agencies to do what they can to advocate for 'medical homes' for families instead of 
care from several sources. The immunization services through the FREE IZ Program are a 
safety net for families who do not have insurance, including Medi-Cal and whose children 
do not qualify for the federal Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program.  The result is that the 
demand at the walk-in clinic is lower which is evidenced by the fewer number of children 
needing the safety net. 
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Table 6 

Nine-Year Data Comparison On Key Indicators 

Program  
Year  

Key Indicators 

Total Unduplicated 
Count of Children 

Total Number of 
Immunization 

Visits 

Total 
Immunizations 

Given 

Percent of Parents 
who rated service 

as Excellent 

2004/ 05 456 596 2192 74% 

2005/ 06 633 658 2330 64% 

2006/ 07 700 991 2874 76% 

2007/ 08 787 941 2985 82% 

2008/ 09 705 854 2893 89% 

2009/ 10 549 690 2479 91% 

2010/ 11 430 580 2064 93% 

2011/ 12 160 189 712 92% 

2012/ 13 110 116 433 95% 

2013/ 14 134 156 597 96% 

2014/ 15 146 170 587 92% 
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APPENDIX 

Appendix Table 1 shows the ethnic breakdown of the parents who brought their 
children into the County Health Department for immunizations. 

Appendix Table 1 
Ethnicity of Parents 

Ethnicity Number % 

Caucasian 49 33% 

Hispanic 32 22% 

Asian 26 18% 

Multi-racial 11 8% 

Other 11 8% 

East Indian 8 5% 

Alaskan Native/ American Indian 4 3% 

African American 5 3% 

Total 146 100% 

*Data is based on the unduplicated number of children. 
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Appendix Table 2 shows the breakdown of language spoken at home for those children 
who visited the immunization clinic. 

Appendix Table 2 
Language Spoken at Home 

Language  Number % 

English 84 58% 

Other (Farsi) 22 15% 

Spanish 21 14% 

Punjabi 13 9% 

Bilingual 5 3% 

Total 145 100% 

*Data is based on the unduplicated number of children, data was missing for one 
family. 

 


	Percent
	Number
	60%
	85
	24%
	34
	8%
	11
	8%
	11
	100%
	141
	Percent
	Number
	%
	Number
	33%
	49
	22%
	32
	18%
	26
	8%
	11
	8%
	11
	5%
	8
	3%
	4
	3%
	5
	100%
	146
	%
	Number
	58%
	84
	15%
	22
	14%
	21
	9%
	13
	3%
	5
	100%
	145

