
InvestIng In CalIfornIa’s ChIldren

for nearly two decades, first 5 has been a leader in providing essential and effective  
services for California’s youngest children.  

In 1998, California voters passed Proposition 10, the ballot initiative that created first 5 commissions in every county  

to support the healthy development of children from birth through 5 years of age — the time when 90% of brain  

development occurs. last year alone, first 5 county commissions invested nearly $560 million to improve the lives  

of California children — more than the top private and community foundations combined.
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County Commissions served:

last year, first 5 County Commissions invested…

$560M

 $196M early Childhood education 
  (Preschool, QRIS, Infant  
  and Toddler Care)

 $153M health  
  (Home Visiting,  
  Developmental Screening,  
  Health Access)

 $105M family strengthening  
  (Parent Education,  
  Homeless Services)

 $105M systems investments 
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statewide, first 5 investments are integral to the following:

family strengthening 

First 5 supports at-risk and isolated families 

through evidence-based home visiting and  

evidence-based parent education programs that 

are proven to develop parenting skills, reduce 

social isolation, reduce rates of child abuse and 

neglect, and strengthen communities.

early identifiCation and intervention 

First 5 is committed to ensuring that all  

California children receive required develop-

mental screenings and referrals to necessary 

services and supports, and is leading the  

statewide development of a coordinated  

early intervention system. 

oral health

First 5 is working to expand access to preventa-

tive and restorative oral health services and oral 

health education for the state’s youngest children. 

Quality early learning

First 5 investments focus on ensuring school  

readiness for high-need children by prioritizing  

early learning program quality, a well-supported  

workforce, and expanded access to early learning 

settings for infants, toddlers and preschoolers. 

system sustainability and reaCh 

First 5 collaborates with statewide partners to  

increase funding streams dedicated to early  

childhood health and development and bring  

to scale evidence-based practices proven by  

First 5 commissions throughout the state. 

the tIMe to reInvest In the fIrst 5 Years Is now

 $650M in 2000

 $510M in 2010

 $440M in 2015

 $300M in 2020 (projected)     
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Over 500 First 5 Commissioners, including members of county Boards of Supervisors, 
pediatricians, business leaders, educators and parents stand ready to support children 
and families. Together, we can ensure that all children get the best possible start in life.
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ProPosition 10 revenue has deClined by more than 30 PerCent sinCe 2000:
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